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Paul Fey and Walt Jaschek are proud University of Missou-
ri-St. Louis graduates and were also 
Editors-in-Chief of The Current 
Student Newspaper from 1974-1976. 
After earning their undergradu-
ate degrees, they went on to create 
their own advertising firm Paul & 
Walt Worldwide in 1991. On March 
17, they were inducted into the St. 
Louis Media Hall of Fame for the 
work at the firm.
“We enjoyed our time as Current 
Editors-in-Chief, but that’s not the 
work that led to the Hall of Fame – 
at least not directly,” explained Walt 
Jaschek, BA Speech Communica-
tions 1978.
Jaschek described his time at 
UMSL in the 1970s as a “[H]eady 
time of top-notch teachers, amaz-
ing creative opportunities, and col-
leagues obviously going places. It 
was a dress rehearsal for life, with 
lights and sound, though the sound 
was an 8-track tape.”
Although Jaschek was a writ-
er, his favorite class at UMSL was 
figure drawing. He fondly remem-
bered, “On the back of one of my 
sketches, the teacher wrote, ‘If you 
stop drawing, you’re crazy.’ Maybe I 
should have heeded that.”
Jaschek and Fey enjoyed work-
ing at the paper late into the night. 
Jaschek remembered, “Somebody 
recently called us kindred spirits, 
but I think we just had too much 
Dr. Pepper.”
Jaschek remeniced on his time 
as Editor-in-Chief in the mid-1970s 
and working the long nights at the 
paper on production days. He said, 
“It was a post-Watergate frenzy. 
Young Woodwards and Bernsteins 
of all genders, getting the story, get-
ting the shot, smelling the rubber 
cement. (Innocently, though. Rub-
ber cement was part of the produc-
tion process.)”
Jaschek got a broad, deep, 
and applicable education while at 
UMSL that helped him after gradu-
ation. Fey later graduated from SIU 
Edwardsville. Both men remained 
friends but had separate career 
paths. After careers in advertising 
for Jaschek and Fey, they decided 
to combine their brands into Paul & 
Walt Worldwide. 
Paul & Walt Worldwide special-
ized in funny radio commercials for 
national entertainment brands like 
CBS-TV, Warner Brothers, and 20th 
Century Fox. Many industry awards 
ensued: CLIOs, Addys, and more.
The company, now known as 
World WideWadio, still creates a 
wide variety of radio campaigns, 
and has broadened into podcast 
production.
In total, 22 individuals were 
selected for the Hall of Fame this 
year by the St. Louis Media Histo-
Police officers in the Univer-sity of Missouri-St. Louis Police 
Department could begin wear-
ing body cameras as soon as this 
summer.
The UMSL Police Department 
and nine other local area police de-
partments came together to par-
ticipate in a Department of Justice 
grant that will provide body cam-
eras, docking stations and one year 
of data storage and retention. If the 
Department of Justice continues 
reviewing the project at its current 
pace, the UMSL Police Department 
expects the body camera system to 
be up and running in August. UMSL 
is the only university in the Univer-
sity of Missouri system to have not 
yet implemented the use of body 
cameras in their police department.
The body cameras, docking sta-
tions, and one year of data storage 
and retention will not cost UMSL 
anything because of the grant. How-
ever, after the one free year of stor-
age, UMSL will have to pay for the 
storage service itself. The storing of 
footage is important because it al-
lows the UMSL Police Department 
to keep the archived footage from 
the cameras. After the body cam-
eras are put onto docking stations 
after an officer’s shift, the data is 
downloaded into a secure storage 
area. If the video footage becomes 
evidence, it can be retrieved from 
the database.
While body cameras are usual-
ly associated with capturing police 
and citizen interactions on camera 
and each party responsible for their 
actions, the UMSL Police Depart-
ment does not seem to have those 
problems. During UMSL Police 
Chief Daniel Freet’s five years serv-
ing in the UMSL Police Department, 
there have been no instances of po-
lice having to resort to using force 
in a situation. The last time force 
had to be used on an UMSL student 
was about seven years ago, during 
a domestic situation that turned 
into a physical altercation. Because 
UMSL does not have a history with 
use of police force, Chief Freet sees 
body cameras primarily as a way to 
strengthen the trust between the 
UMSL Police Department and the 
students and faculty.
“Usually the general public sees 
this topic [of body cameras] when 
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UMSL Police will start using body cameras from the Department of Justice as part of a 
grant. 
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Former Current Editors Inducted Into St. 
Louis Media Hall of Fame 
Kat riddler
Managing Editor
Walt and what he calls his “Hall of Fam:” From left, son Adam; Walt’s wife Randy; and Adam’s fiancé Bernie.
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Proxy (noun): an ally or confederate who can be relied upon to 
speak or act on one's behalf.  
Sentence: SGA representatives act as your proxy at UMSL.  
Voting for SGA takes place at http://umsl.edu/go/votesga from 
April 16-20. 
presents
Dawson Returns to Saudi Arabia for his 
Third Fulbright Grant
Doctor Maurice Dawson, as-sistant professor of informa-
tion systems, of the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis was approved 
for a Fulbright project and left for 
the second part of his assignment 
in March. The project was split up 
into two parts from December 16 
through 29 of 2017 and from March 
24 through April 6 of this year. 
The grant is administered by the 
Kat riddler
Managing Editor
Continued on Page 3 Maurice Dawson recently returned from the second part of his project in Saudi Arabia working with Prince Sultan University. 
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Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs as well as the United States 
Department of State with  the coop-
eration of World Learning. 
The U.S. Department of State 
provided funding for Dawson’s in-
ternational airfare, a limited health 
benefits plan, a $100 transit allow-
ance, and an honorarium of $200 
per day. The host institution of 
Prince Sultan University in Sau-
di Arabia was responsible for any 
funding to cover the in-country 
travel, meals, and lodging. The total 
grant length of 28 days is valued at 
approximately $20,000. 
During the visit, Dawson met 
with the National Cyber Security 
Center (NCSC) to discuss cyber se-
curity education within the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia.  In March, 
he returned to complete lab and 
curriculum design at Prince Sul-
tan University.  This is the third 
Fulbright grant secured, and the 
first award was to South Ural State 
University in Chelyabinsk, Russia 
to complete a project titled: Com-
puter Systems Networking and 
Telecommunications.
Dawson is an Assistant Professor 
of Information Systems at UMSL 
and Fulbright Scholar at Prince Sul-
tan University.  He teaches in the 
areas of cyber security and secure 
software programming in a degree 
program accredited by the Nation-
al Security Agency and Department 
of Homeland Security for cyber 
defense education. Before joining 
academia, he was an engineering 
manager for Unmanned Air Systems 
and Rotary Wing Aircraft.  He has 
doctorate degrees from the U.S. and 
U.K.  Additionally, he is the co-edi-
tor of “Developing Next-Generation 
Countermeasures for Homeland 
Security Threat Prevention,” and 
“New Threats and Countermea-
sures in Digital Crime and Cyber 
Terrorism,” published by IGI Glob-
al in 2017, and 2015 respectively.
This week in the Office of Stu-dent Involvement at the Uni-
versity of Missouri-St. Louis:
· Vote for your Student Govern-
ment Representative. Voting for the 
2018-2019 Student Government As-
sociation Executive Officers and 
Senators will be open April 16 to 
20. To read more about the candi-
dates for each position, please visit 
sga.umsl.edu. When you are ready 
to cast your vote, visit http://umsl.
edu/go/votesga to access your bal-
lot. Questions? Contact SGA at sga@
umsl.edu or 314-516-5105. Your 
Voice – Your Vote – Your SGA.
· Join UMSL in celebrating 
Mirth Week by attending a live 
performance with comedian Les-
lie Jones. Known for her role in the 
“Ghostbusters” reboot and Satur-
day Night Live, “The New Yorker” 
profiled Jones as an "‘SNL” stand-
out due to her brash sensibility, hu-
mor, and forceful presence." Tickets 
are available now for $15 (students 
only) or $35 (general public).  Please 
visit the Blanche M. Touhill Per-
forming Arts Center Ticket Office 
to purchase your tickets.
· On April 23, OSI is hosting its 
annual Student Leadership Awards 
Banquet. The Leadership Awards 
Banquet provides the opportunity to 
honor the exemplary efforts of the 
people and organizations that make 
up Student Involvement at UMSL. 
Dress to impress as you walk the red 
carpet. The banquet will take place 
in the Millennium Student Center 
Century Rooms; doors open at 6 
p.m. You are encouraged to RSVP 
for the event by visiting the Office 
of Student Involvement Leadership 
Programs portal on TritonSync.  If 
you have any questions, please email 
Xavier Blackwell at blackwellx@
umsl.edu.
The Office of Student Involve-
ment can be contacted at 314-516-
5291 or studentinvolvement@umsl.
edu.
The following is a series of dai-ly crime and incident reports 
issued by the University of Missou-
ri-St. Louis Police Department be-
tween April 5 and 11.
April 5: No incidents to report.
April 6: No incidents to report.
April 7: No incidents to report.
April 8: At 1:28 a.m., UMSL PD 
assisted Bel Ridge PD in dispersing 
a party at the Pi Kappa Alpha House. 
UMSL PD contacted St. John PD to 
check the welfare of an UMSL stu-
dent regarding comments on social 
media at 8:37 a.m. An insecure door 
was found by UMSL PD at World 
Parkway at 7:15 p.m., but all was 
in order and the building was then 
secured.
April 9: An UMSL staff mem-
ber reported a lost set of keys in the 
Millennium Student Center at 11:27 
p.m.
April 10: At 1:38 p.m., an un-
known individual was reported 
shouting hate speech at an event 
in the Millennium Student Center. 
The subject could not be located by 
UMSL PD.
April 11: At 10:33 a.m., a child 
was transported to the hospital via 
ambulance after suffering a seizure 
at the Child Care Center. UMSL PD 
assisted while a student and fami-
ly member moved out of Oak Hall 
at 1:40 p.m. A credit card was found 
at the Quadrangle at 5:00 p.m., and 
was turned in to UMSL PD. A sus-
picious male was reported on the 
University Meadows parking lot at 
9:56 p.m. At 9:49 p.m., UMSL PD 
responded to Oak Hall due to a re-
port of a person screaming on the 
third floor, but no one was located. 
A laptop was found in the Thomas 
Jefferson Library at 11:33 p.m., and 
was turned in to UMSL PD.
news
Joseph Salamon
News Editor
police have used force of some 
kind,” Chief Freet said. “The whole 
point behind body cameras is pub-
lic trust. The mere fact that I have 
it on my body, turn it on, and I am 
engaged in police activity shows we 
as a police department do not have 
anything to hide. What we are doing 
is public.”
However, while the occasion of 
needing the body camera footage 
may not happen very often on the 
UMSL campus, Chief Freet wants to 
be prepared for when the day comes 
where it might be needed.
“A miniscule number [of police 
calls] involve using any kind of force 
and an even smaller number result 
in any kind of deadly force,” Chief 
Freet said. “We know there are a 
lot of things going right, but when 
someone feels that something has 
gone wrong, and if that officer has 
done something wrong, you build 
public trust by quickly saying, ‘That 
is a problem and we are going to fix 
it.’”
Body cameras are also useful in 
preventing citizens interacting with 
police from acting rashly or out of 
anger. When people are interacting 
with police and are aware that they 
are being recorded, they tend to act 
better, further lowering the need for 
police to use force.
“Studies have shown that when 
cameras are rolling, both the police 
and the public behave better. There 
is less escalation on both sides,” 
Chief Freet said.
Chief Freet stresses that while 
body cameras have many uses and 
provide solutions for many situa-
tions, body cameras are not perfect 
a perfect solution to police conduct 
matters. In addition to the cost of 
data storage, body cameras (like all 
technology) can malfunction, they 
can be obscured during an alterca-
tion by mistake, and the department 
must actively ensure their camera 
usage policy is being adhered to.
 Despite those drawbacks, Chief 
Freet believes the advantages of 
having UMSL police officers wear 
body cameras outweighs the disad-
vantages. With this new body cam-
era initiative, Chief Freet and the 
UMSL Police Department hope to 
increase transparency and build 
more trust with the citizens they 
are protecting.
UMSL Police to Wear Body 
Cameras to Increase Public Trust
Continued From Page 1
Continued From Page 2
Dawson Returns to 
Saudi Arabia
Maurice Dawson is also a Fulbright 
Scholar at Prince Sultan University.  He 
teaches in the areas of cyber security and 
secure software programming.
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In a world where 80 percent of food is produced by farmers 
working on small farms or fisher-
ies, the movement to share prov-
en farming and business skills can 
improve the quality and quantity of 
the world’s food supply. For commu-
nities in the developing world who 
often struggle to produce enough 
food, this can improve access to a 
reliable source of food and better 
nutrition. 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
has a program called Farm-
er-to-Farmer that promotes eco-
nomic growth, enhanced nutrition 
through access to healthy food, and 
agricultural development in East Af-
rica. Volunteers travel to East Afri-
ca anywhere from one to six weeks. 
Doctor Maurice Dawson, as-
sistant professor of information 
systems at the University of Missou-
ri-St. Louis, traveled to Ethiopia for 
about two weeks to share his tech-
nical skills and expertise to farmers. 
Most of his time was spent in Addis 
Ababa working with Buusaa Gono-
faa MFI.
“It is essential that agriculture 
microfinancing organizations con-
sider how the databases are devel-
oped and the methods in which they 
use to secure personal information. 
As one of the major microfinancing 
institutions, it is key that personal 
identifiable information is key con-
fidential and that there is the integ-
rity of the data that is transmitted 
from one branch to the next,” said 
Dawson.
Farmer-to-Farmer matches the 
technical expertise of U.S. farmers 
and professionals in agri-business-
es, farming cooperatives, and uni-
versities with farmers in developing 
countries to assist them in improv-
ing agricultural productivity, ac-
cessing new markets, and increasing 
their incomes. Farmer-to-Farmer is 
funded by the U.S Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID).
Dawson’s assignment was to de-
velop an architectural design to in-
clude providing viable options for 
the database. He was also to pro-
vide information regarding what 
cryptographic mechanisms should 
be used to ensure confidentiality 
and how integrity is maintained. 
He worked directly with the IT 
manager to create a five-year stra-
tegic plan. 
This is the third volunteer as-
signment for Dawson with Farm-
er-to-Farmer. The program has been 
running for nearly 30 years and has 
had nearly 500 assignments that 
focus on improving approaches to 
local agriculture practices, expand-
ing production of quality food crops 
and nutrition. The assignments have 
been in Ethiopia, Tanzania, Kenya, 
and Uganda. 
CRS is partnering with five U.S. 
institutions of the U.S. agriculture 
community: the National Catholic 
Rural Life Conference, Foods Re-
source Bank, National Association 
of Agricultural Educators, American 
Agri-Women, and the University of 
Illinois College of Agricultural, Con-
sumer and Environmental Sciences.
“We are certain that this pro-
gram will be beneficial not just to 
the farmers in East Africa but also 
to the volunteers from America,” 
said Bruce White, CRS’ director for 
the program. “It’s going to make the 
world a little bit smaller and a whole 
lot better for everyone involved.” 
features and sports
Dawson Volunteers for Third Year to 
Help Farmers in East Africa
Kat Riddler
Managing Editor
The Catholic Relief Services's program Farmer-to-Farmer promotes economic growth, enhanced nutrition, and agricultural 
development. 
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The Winter Olympics took place in the month of February, 
in which the United States wom-
en’s ice hockey team took the gold 
medal. They faced neighbor Canada, 
who was more so the favorite in the 
matchup. The win garnered a ton of 
media coverage and post-Olympic 
coverage, which is to be expected 
based off any great Olympic re-
sult. Some would ask the question 
though, “Did Olympic women’s fig-
ure skating garner any media atten-
tion remotely close to that of the ice 
hockey team?”
Michael Terry, communications 
manager for U.S. Figure Skating, 
began working in sports communi-
cation at the University of Georgia 
when he was an undergrad. There 
he stayed as a graduate assistant 
and then interned for USA Swim-
ming in 2013 between graduate 
years. Terry went on to finish grad 
school in 2014, and was hired as the 
digital communications coordina-
tor for U.S. Figure Skating. He per-
formed well in his role, and in 2017 
his boss left the organization. Terry 
performed so well that he was pro-
moted to take over the position.
Terry spoke to University of 
Missouri-St. Louis students saying, 
“Figure skating is more a high-de-
mand event among media members 
than women’s ice hockey at the 
Olympics.” He went on to say, “We 
fielded hundreds of requests for our 
ladies leading into the Olympics, and 
the members were on multiple mag-
azine covers and national television 
shows.” Terry enjoys his job and his 
number one reminder is time man-
agement. “During the two-week pe-
riod of the Olympics I received over 
4000 emails,” said Terry. “I have to 
be able to quickly and effectively tri-
age requests to keep everyone as sat-
isfied as possible.”
U.S. Olympic women’s members 
finished mostly in the top 10 for sin-
gle skate. They did take bronze in ice 
dance: free dance and bronze in the 
team event: ice dance free dance. 
Therefore, it is expected that the 
women’s ice hockey team would 
garner more post-Olympic coverage 
with the difference in results. Fig-
ure skating isn’t one of the top five 
Michael Terry Going 
for the Gold with 
Figure Skating PR
Roderick Wilbon
Sports Editor
Alexandria Kane
Guest Writer
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Figure skating is not one of the top five sports in the world either, and most people 
don’t pay attention to it until the Winter Olympics.
Continued on page 8
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tracized because of her abilities. 
This power also makes her a tar-
get for the police who are trying to 
pin unsolved crimes on her for her 
abilities. Jones did not ask to be a 
“super,” she was experimented on 
after her family had a tragic car ac-
cident. The power theme from the 
previous season is brought in slight-
ly as Jones is physically strong, but 
she is not necessarily mentally 
strong enough to connect with oth-
ers and ask for help. 
At the same time as this story 
arc is progressing, Walker explores 
her power as a  celebrity and ra-
dio journalist. Walker is an aspir-
ing journalist who wants to make it 
on national television like her boy-
friend. She falls into old habits of 
using enhancers to try and compete 
with Jones to finish her story that 
will help her in her career.  
As their investigation contin-
ues, Jones finds out that others have 
been experimented on like herself. 
A person rivaling her strength and 
surpassing it emerges to become the 
obstacle that Jones and Walker have 
to defeat in order to find out who is 
behind all the experiments. The un-
identified person becomes a sort of 
Frankenstein’s monster and causes 
some real problems for Jones and 
the police. 
The last theme emerges to the 
audience with Jones interceding on 
her landlord’s custody battle for his 
child Vito. Jones says, “You’re his 
mother, nothing’s going to change 
that.” Jones has worked through 
tough times with her own mother 
and her adoptive mother on her ad-
ventures in season two. Jones strug-
gles with her relationship with her 
mother and if she will be like her 
mother. Her relationship with her 
adopted mother goes up and down 
as she tries to come to terms with 
her own mother. 
Walker’s mother is just as intru-
sive in her life as in season one. She 
claims her involvement is because 
“her name is her legacy,” and the 
mother is only trying to do what is 
right for her. Jones thinks her heart 
is in the right place at times, but oth-
er times she is still convinced that 
Walker’s mother is only thinking 
of herself and using Walker. Walk-
er cannot make up her mind on the 
matter either, but the phrase Jones 
uttered earlier is one that Walker 
has to deal with herself. 
Overall, season two gives Jones 
a deeper character development 
which was needed for those unfa-
miliar with the show. There are fa-
miliar themes from season one that 
pop up, but the new themes really 
shine and give complexity to the 
characters in the story, a point that 
was not as strong in the previous 
season. “Jessica Jones” season two 
gets 5 out of 5 stars. 
Marvel's "Jessica Jones” season two was released on 
Netflix in March to honor Wom-
en’s History Month. “Jessica Jones” 
is a Marvel dark superhero drama 
which takes place in Hell’s Kitchen. 
Jessica Jones (Krysten Ritter) is 
a heavy-drinking private investiga-
tor who has a dark past concerning 
how she became a “super.” Jones 
does not want to be a superhero 
and really doesn’t identify with the 
superhero notion, even though she 
has both super healing and super 
strength. In season one, Jones was 
plagued by the character Kilgrave 
(David Tennant) who could control 
people with his mind. In season two, 
released on Netflix on March 8, she 
is confronted with who she really is 
and struggling with who she was. 
There are a number of themes 
that predominate throughout the 
new season: death, power, and 
mothers and daughters. Jones strug-
gles at the beginning of the season 
with the guilt of taking another hu-
man being’s life at the end of season 
one. She has been self-medicating 
with drinking more. Jones is not one 
to ask for help, but her friends are 
still there to provide support.
Her adoptive sister and former 
child star Trish Walker (Rachael 
Taylor) is airing a radio series of in-
vestigative shows on superheroes. 
She pushes for Jones to delve deep-
er into the loss of her parents and 
brother in the car crash 17 years pri-
or. This accident is something that 
Jones tries to forget but decides to 
pursue it after Walker’s push. Look-
ing into the death of her family, 
Jones is faced with applying pres-
sure to get more information for 
Walker’s story. Jones is confronted 
with old feelings and thoughts not 
felt since Kilgrave was alive. 
Power then becomes an overar-
ching theme for the series. Jones is 
seen as an “other” by being called 
a “super” by people and being os-
arts & entertainment
'Jessica Jones' Returns to Netflix in 
March During Women's History Month
Kat Riddler
Managing Editor
Jessica Jones deals with death, power, and the relationship between a mother and a daughter in Season 2. 
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 This question sets up the prem-
ise of the latest indie movie “Thor-
oughbreds":“You ever think about 
just killing him?” Described as 
“American Psycho” meets “Heath-
er,” “Thoroughbreds” is a clever 
whip of a movie that is receiving 
high praise, but it needs to go back 
to the editing board.
Lily (Anya Taylor-Joy), a pol-
ished teen who feels everything, and 
Amanda (Olivia Cooke), a detached 
teen who feels nothing, are two up-
per-class girls who rekindle their 
unlikely friendship after years of 
growing apart. Bringing out one an-
other's most destructive tendencies, 
the pair hatch a plan to kill Lily’s op-
pressive stepfather, Mark. 
Released March 9, 2018, “Thor-
oughbreds” has many shining mo-
ments of brilliance that reminded 
me why I flocked to the theater. The 
dialogue was witty, the cinematog-
raphy was pristine and symmetri-
cal, as if every scene was meant to 
be a still, and the characters were 
unique. Olivia Cooke, (“Bates Mo-
tel,” “Ready Player One”) plays 
Amanda. It’s easy to see how her 
character could come off flat but 
Cooke plays right on the borderline. 
Her acting is subtle, but you could 
feel her desperation to understand 
feelings and connect with Lily.
Anya Taylor-Joy (“Blair Witch 
Project,” “Split”) plays Lily, who 
starts off as a posh, nice girl but 
throughout the movie morphed 
into an almost unlikeable character. 
While living a privileged life of per-
sonal trainers and tennis courts, Lily 
is naive. Behind Peter Pan collars, 
she is ruled by her emotions, turning 
her irrational. Not only was there a 
natural connection between the two 
up-and-coming actresses, but their 
relationship, while unhealthy, was 
fascinating to see unravel.
The late Anton Yelchin also 
starred in “Thoroughbreds,” with 
this being his last film. Yelchin got 
his start in indie movies and this is 
truly where he shines. While all the 
'Thoroughbreds' Was a Good First Draft of a Movie
Michelle Ryenolds
Staff Writer
"Thouroughbreds" is being described as a mix between "American Psycho" and "Heather."
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Ah, Facebook, the wonderful so-cial media platform that allows 
you to reconnect and interact with 
friends, post pictures and videos of 
your best memories in life, and…the 
beginning of a real life totalitarian 
society?
For those of you who do not 
know what I am speaking of, “The 
Circle” is the name of a book (turned 
into a film in 2017) that imagines a 
dystopian company that has total 
control of internet traffic in order to 
better serve users and advertisers, a 
world where everything you do and 
watch is seen by other people with 
almost no privacy whatsoever.
The story in both the movie 
and the book is a work of fiction, 
but some people say the movie and 
book have become a rather sinister 
reality. Some have claimed that, like 
“The Circle,” Facebook will, hypo-
thetically, eventually have cameras 
everywhere too. You could still be 
tracked even while not using the 
app. People will first start stream-
ing what they like. Not long after, 
being watched could become ines-
capable. As you well know, Face-
book tracks other pages with their 
“like” buttons and other tracking 
methods. Facebook will show you 
how many people are nearby with 
both beacons and location services. 
Instant articles let publishers make 
Facebook content without leaving 
the site and chat bots could prom-
ise to deliver all your info through 
the messaging system.
Some people have gone so far 
as to say that the movie and book 
both match up quite closely to re-
ality to the point where it’s almost 
“spot on.” One Facebook employ-
ee has claimed that, much like the 
Circle’s interest in the democrat-
ic voting process, Facebook found-
er Mark Zuckerberg has embarked 
on his tour of all 50 states. Further-
more, He has recently touted Face-
book’s power as a tool to boost voter 
registration.
Then you have Facebook Live, 
which already allows you to see 
everything. Much like the Circle’s 
SeeChange app, Facebook Live was 
intended for good, but it has also 
been used for evil, with people re-
cording torture, rape and murder on 
the application, in addition to posi-
tive actions in life. From this, people 
have concluded that, although “The 
Circle” is a work of fiction, Face-
book may become its very real and 
equally terrifying counterpart.
Even though I watched and 
thoroughly enjoyed the movie 
(though I haven’t read the book), I 
must say that the premise behind 
the story, though it could be plau-
sible, may not happen for another 
twenty or thirty years. It’s not like 
Facebook will get that powerful in a 
year or two. Like I have said before, 
“The Circle” is just a work of fiction. 
Some aspects may be similar to re-
ality, but I doubt reality will totally 
turn out like the movie would.
If anything, Facebook may not 
even reach that point in real life at 
all. All I can say for now is, it is scar-
ily close to the scenario presented in 
“The Circle,” but not that close.
They say that Europe won the Cold War and the Soviet Union 
fell not long after the fall of the Ber-
lin Wall. People have said that the 
European Union is teetering on the 
edge of failure, but could the Euro-
pean Union actually collapse?
To the supporters of such a 
claim, things seem to be falling 
apart. Syria and Greece are chal-
lenging the EU’s prescriptions of 
austerity. Racism and xenophobia 
have run rampant across Europe 
and there is also the case of Islam-
ophobia, thanks to the killings at 
the Munich Olympics, the Charlie 
Hebdo shooting, and a large major-
ity of Europeans saying that Islam 
has no place in Europe. There is also 
the end of the Eurozone. People say 
that the unraveling of regional inte-
gration could do well to doom the 
European Union. The possible dys-
topian future can be glimpsed in 
what has already happened in the 
eastern borderlands of Europe. The 
supporters of such a scenario argue 
that if the economic, political and 
social structures succumb to frac-
tiousness, the EU could collapse.
Other people disagree. Author 
Ruchir Sharma has said that “it 
would take a much worse econom-
ic crisis for the EU to actually col-
lapse.” Other anti-collapse parties 
claim that the Eurozone is current-
ly unharmed and that It would real-
ly be disruptive if France leaves the 
EU with Britain. However, that is 
not enough to totally destroy the Eu-
ropean Union. The collapse of the 
EU may most likely be the result of 
several different tragedies, not just 
one or two random ones. One occur-
rence alone is not going to doom the 
EU. Realistically, a series of devas-
tating scenarios would have to hap-
pen if the European Union were to 
collapse.
    Although the collapse of the 
European Union is a rather dark 
prospect, I doubt it will actually 
happen any time soon. I mean, sure 
the issue with Brexit is a big deal, 
but it’s not the end of the world. 
In fact, I stand with most politi-
cians who agree that a few bad ap-
ples here and there will weaken the 
EU, but it won’t outright destroy it. 
The only reasons for the European 
Union’s potential collapse that I find 
the most realistic are: Muslim fun-
damentalists infiltrating EU mem-
ber countries (which will take years, 
assuming they don’t get busted), a 
series of economic disasters, other 
important member countries leav-
ing the EU like what happened with 
Brexit, or a combination of those.
Overall, I highly doubt some-
thing like Brexit alone would bring 
down the EU. More factors than 
simply one country leaving would 
have to be at play, but if it does hap-
pen, I would say lightning struck 
twice.
opinions
Is Facebook Leading the Way to a Dystopian Future?
Billionaire Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg sits before a tech conference in France. 
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Christian Chen
Staff Writer
The European Union (Most Likely) Won’t Fall
Christian Chen
Staff Writer
Some have argued that Britain's efforts to depart from the European Union undermine the EU’s future.
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characters felt complex, Yelchin 
truly captured that struggle be-
tween being viewed as a cocky guy 
going places in life while also being 
a sad, unsuccessful man going no-
where. His character was a personal 
favorite and somebody that the au-
dience could connect with. 
There are many movies about 
rich girls killing their stepfather, 
and with the tagline “good breed-
ing gone wrong” the premise was 
standard, yet “Thoroughbreds” was 
a sharp re-imagining of the gener-
ic plot. The one major downfall of 
this movie is that the antagonist, 
Lily’s stepfather Mike, was not ac-
tually a bad guy. Mike can come off 
as heartless, but he was not this vil-
lainous villain that the world need-
ed to purge. Lily’s endeavor to kill 
him made her look petulant, and 
because of this, the plot falls short.
With a run time of 92 minutes, 
“Thoroughbreds” was an average 
length movie that felt overly drawn 
out. It was as if they made a cool 
looking trailer first and then tried to 
flesh it out into a full movie. It was 
originally written for a play and was 
then adapted for a movie, but hon-
estly, “Thoroughbreds” would have 
been better off as a short film. That 
would have cut out all the unnec-
essarily long scenes, which would 
have emphasized the stylish and 
sharp editing and witty dialogue.
While the buildup of “Thor-
oughbreds” was slow, one of the 
oddest moments was that the cli-
max was not revealed on screen. 
The whole point of the movie is 
the planning and murder and to 
not show the murder seemed like a 
cheat to the audience but it was un-
derstandable, blood would not have 
matched the mood of the rest of the 
film. Though an R-rated movie, it 
was not gory or violent. The end-
ing itself didn’t feel justified or sat-
isfying, but while not agreeing with 
the conclusion, I will admit, it was 
unexpected.
With a dramatic score that 
helped form a feeling that some-
thing was brewing, a great cast, 
clever dialogue and stylistic cinema-
tography, “Thoroughbreds” tried to 
be a classic indie movie but instead 
felt like a good first attempt. “Thor-
oughbreds” is a diamond covered in 
dirt; it needs to be cleaned before it 
can shine.
ry Foundation, a non-profit organi-
zation that researches, collects, and 
archives “significant regional con-
tributions to print, broadcast and 
digital media, advertising, and pub-
lic relations.” More than 200 people 
attended a downtown gala at which 
the honors were bestowed.
Jaschek thought the ceremony 
was a blast. He said, “We played a 
couple of our funny spots. We also 
thanked our great clients over the 
years for demanding breakthrough 
ideas, championing them, and hav-
ing the budgets to pay for them. 
‘Keep doing that,’ we said.” 
Fey is President and Chief Cre-
ative Officer of World Wide Wadio 
in Hollywood, and Jaschek is a con-
sultant and copywriter at Walt Now 
Consulting in St. Louis.
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Paul Fey and Walt Jaschek at the launch of Paul & Walt Worldwide in 1991.
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'Thoroughbreds' Was 
a Good First Draft of 
a Movie
sports in the world either, and most 
people don’t pay attention to it until 
the Winter Olympics.
Prior to Terry getting his first 
position with U.S. Figure Skating 
he said, “I had no history in figure 
skating, as a participant or as a fan.” 
Terry went on to say, “Ironically, 
that has helped me in this role be-
cause I can look at things objective-
ly.” He is now a huge fan of the sport; 
impressed with the athleticism and 
mental strength needed to compete 
at a high level.
Terry’s job is very much about 
public relations as it is communica-
tion. Although U.S. Figure Skating 
offers communication internships, 
they are only geared for local stu-
dents for class credit. He gave his 
advice for someone looking to get 
into public relations in sports. “Vol-
unteer, intern, etc. as much as you 
can while you’re in school,” said 
Terry. “Make sure you enjoy sports 
somewhat and get the experience 
early to have a leg up on someone 
else applying for the same job.”
Terry Going for the 
Gold with Figure 
Skating PR
Continued From Page 5
South Korea's Kim Yuna competes during the figure skating women's short program at 
the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics February 19, 2014. 
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